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SCIENTIFIC  CAREERS  in  Plant  Pest  Control 


Are  you  qualified  to  work  as  an 
inspector  in  a  program  aimed  at  con- 
trol and  eradication  of  plant  pests? 
Are  you  taking  college  courses  that 
will  qualify  you? 

If  so,  you  may  be  interested  in 
employment  in  the  Agricultural  Re- 
search Service  (ARS)  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture.  In 
ARS,  the  Plant  Pest  Control  Divi- 


sion uses  science-trained  college 
graduates  as  inspectors  and  spe- 
cialists. 

This  leaflet  describes  the  regu- 
latory programs  that  are  adminis- 
tered by  the  Plant  Pest  Control 
Division.  It  also  lists  salaries  and 
job  benefits,  summarizes  qualifica- 
tion requirements,  and  tells  how  to 
get  additional  information. 
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Plant    Pest    Control    Inspector    checks    corn 
plant  for  witchweed  damage. 


Compiling  and  reporting  plant  pest 
infestations. 
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Program  activities  include: 

PLANT  PEST  SURVEY.  Investigation 
of  distribution  and  abundance  of  agricultural 
pests,  especially  those  subject  to  Federal  quar- 
antine; determination  of  the  need  for  Federal- 
State  controls. 

CONTROL.  Administration  of  programs 
to  control,  suppress,  or  eradicate  foreign  and 
native  pests  by  use  of  insecticides,  herbicides, 
fumigants,  biological  controls,  and  cultural 
practices. 

METHOD  IMPROVEMENT.  Utilization 
of  research  results  to  develop  effective  pest  con- 
trol materials   and   equipment. 

REGULATORY      ENFORCEMENT. 

Working  closely  with  producers,  shippers,  and 
carriers  to  insure  compliance  with  procedures 
and  treatments  required  by  plant  quarantines. 


PESTICIDES  REGULATION.  Enforcing 
Federal  Insecticide,  Fungicide,  and  Rodenticide 
Act,  which  requires  registration  and  proper 
labeling  of  all  economic  poisons  intended  for 
interstate  distribution. 


Plant  Pest  Control  Inspector  positions  are 
in  the  Federal  competitive  civil  service.  Appli- 
cants compete  for  these  jobs  through  tbe  Federal 
Service  Entrance  Examination  and  must  pass  a 
written  test. 

You  may  obtain  an  announcement  of  this 
examination  from  your  college  placement  officer 
or  from  the  Personnel  Division,  Agricultural  Re- 
search Service,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington  25,  D.C.  The  annoimcement  con- 
tains detailed  information  about  employment 
requirements.  If  you  are  interested,  apply  to 
take  the  written  test  as  soon  as  possible.  After 
passing  the  test  you  will  be  sent  an  application 
blank.     Complete  it  and  return  it  promptly. 
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Nature  of  the  work 

Plant  Pest  Control  Inspectors  inspect  crops, 
stored  grains,  seeds  and  feeds,  to  detect  presence 
of  pests;  enforce  quarantines;  make  field  inspec- 
tions, laboratory  tests  and  analyses ;  and  partici- 
pate in  fumigation  treatments,  ground  and 
aerial  spraying,  and  other  approved  eradication 
and  control  treatments. 


Plant  pest  control  specialists  survey  migrating 
plant  pests. 


Qualification  Requirements  and 
Salaries 

For  grade  GS-5   .   .   .   $4,345  a  year: 

A.  Completion  of  a  4-year  course  leading 
to  a  bachelor's  degree  in  an  accredited  college  or 
university  with  major  study  in  one  of  the  bio- 
logical sciences  which  included  at  least  20  semes- 
ter hours  in  one  or  in  any  combination  of  the 
following:  Entomology,  botany,  plant  pathology, 
nematology,  horticulture,  mycology,  inverte- 
brate zoology,  or  closely  related  subjects;  or 

B.  Course-work  totaling  30  semester  hours 
in  biology  and  related  natural  and  physical  sci- 
ences including  the  20  hours  of  specified  course- 
work,  plus  appropriate  experience  and  educa- 
tion which,  when  combined  with  the  required 
courses,  will  total  4  years  of  education  and  ex- 
perience and  give  a  technical  knowledge  com- 
parable to  that  which  would  have  been  acquired 
through  successful  completion  of  a  4-year  college 
course. 


For  grade  GS— 7    .    .    .    $5,355  a  year: 

Applicants  who  meet  the  qualifications  for 
grade  GS-5  may  also  be  rated  for  grade  GS-7 
if  they  can  show  that  they  meet  one  of  the 
following  additional  requirements: 

A.  One  full  year  of  graduate  study  (30  se- 
mester hours)  or  all  the  requirements  for  a  mas- 
ter's degree,  with  major  study  in  an  appropriate 
field  where  the  study  is  related  to  plant  pest 
control  inspection  work;  or 

B.  One  year  of  appropriate  experience;  or 

C.  Attain  a  sufficiently  high  score  in  a  civil 
service  written  test  and  (a)  possess  a  "B"  average 
or  (b)  rank  in  the  upper  25  percent  of  your 
class. 

Some  undergraduates  are  employed  by  ARS 
as  student  assistants  for  full-time  summer  work 
and  for  part-time  work  during  the  school  year. 
High  school  graduates  who  have  been  accepted 
by  or  enrolled  in  an  accredited  college  or  uni- 
versity in   an   appropriate   curriculum   may   be 


PLANT  PEST  CONTROL  DIVISION 


Work  locations:  The  Plant  Pest  Control 
Division  has  its  headquarters  in  Washington, 
D.C.  It  employs  inspectors  in  48  states,  in  Mex- 
ico, and  in  several  countries  in  the  Near  and 
Middle  East. 


Dots  show  major  work  locations 


eligible  for  appointment  at  the  rate  of  $3,500  a 
year;  students  with  1  full  academic  year  of  col- 
lege, at  $3,760  a  year;  students  with  21/?  full 
academic  years  of  college,  at  $4,040  a  year. 


Job  Benefits 

Advancement  based  on  merit. 

Regular  salary  increases. 

5-day,  40-hour  workweek. 

Liberal  vacation  and  sick  leave  with  pay. 

Excellent  retirement  system. 

Low-cost  life  and  health  insurance. 

INSPECTORS  UTILIZED   are 
those  trained  in: 

Entomology 
Botany- 
Plant  Pathology 
Hematology 
Horticulture 
Mycology 
Invertebrate  Zoology 


Issued  November  1961 


Growth  Through  Agricultural  Piogtess 


U.S.  GOVERNMENT    PRINTING    OFFICE:  1961    O  -  589734 


